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Long Service Awards 
We were delighted to present some of our Team Members with a Long Service 
Award from the BCRC at the AGM in January. These were awarded in       
recognition of the many years of volunteering these individuals have given to 
our team. Long Service Awards are awarded to Full Team Members who are 
active in the provision of cave rescue services. 

We also presented some team members with our own Distinguished Service 
Award for exceptional contributions to our Team over that period.  

Awards were presented for 25, 40 and 50 years of consecutive service to Cave 
Rescue - congratulations and thank you to all of you for your hard work over the 
decades.  

2023 Dates: 

25th March: Rescue practice 
 
20th May:      Mid Wales Mines 
 Rescue Practice 
 
1st July: Rescue Skills 
 Training 
 
9th Sept: Rescue Skills 
 Training 
 
7th October: Rescue Practice 
 
18-19 Nov. Advanced First 
 Aid course 
 
2nd Dec: Rescue Practice 
 
21st Jan: 2024 AGM 

Names and Service Time: 

Paul Taylor 52 years (GCRG)  

Toby Dryden 41 years 

Paul Tarrant 49 years 

Hywel Davies 41 years 

Tony Baker 40 years 

Les Davies 38 years 

Clark Friend 37 years 

Stuart France 37 years 

Graham Christian 35-40 (SECRO) 

Ian Alderman 37 years 

Andrew Dobson 35 years 

Dave Dobson 35 years 

Julian Carter 35 years 

Kevin Munn 35 years 

Joel Corrigan 33 years 

John Stevens 32 years 

Steve Thomas 30 years 

Claire Garman 30 years 

Adrian Fawcett 29 years 

Rhys Williams 28 years 

Kevin Diffey 28 years 

Ali Garman 27 years 

Martin Hoff 26 years 

Keith Goodhead 26 years 

Sue Goodhead 26 years 

Gary Evans 26 years 

Nicky Bayley 25 years 

Mandie Williams 25 years 

Nick De-Gare Pitt 25 years 

Andrew Burrow 25 years 



Incident Summary of 2022 
6/1/22 - Dog rescue from an old mine in Pontycymmer. 4 hrs. 

8/1/22 - Two cavers lost on a through trip in Daren Cilau. 9 hrs. 

9/1/22 - Caver dislocated their hip in the entrance to Ogof Clogwyn. 5 hrs. 

18/1/22 - Dog rescued from rift above Tonypandy. 11 hrs. 

21/5/22 - Overdue party on an OFD1 to OFD2 trip. 4 hrs.  

22/5/22 - Dog rescue from Agen Allwedd/Ogof Gam. 6 hrs. 

17/9/22 - Caver trapped by rockfall in Cwm Dwr 2. 3 hrs. 

26/12/22 - Dog rescue from rift near Varteg, Blaenavon. 11 hrs. 

2023 Executive Committee: 
Following the AGM in January we have some people to welcome to new 

roles: 

• Chair: Dan Thorne (chair@smwcrt.org) 

• Equipment Officer: Nick De-Gare Pitt (equipment@smwcrt.org) 

A big thank you goes to Tom Foord, who had to stand down as the 

Team Chair after reaching the end of his 3 years in that role. Tom led 

the team through some challenging years, dealing with issues around 

COVID-19,  MREW re-structuring and the biggest cave rescue the team 

have ever undertaken.  

DMM Equipment Deal 
DMM have kindly offered all team members access to trade 

prices on DMM products, for personal use only. To access 

this deal you need to have a team email account and to 

follow the ordering process outlines on the discounts page 

in the Members Area of our website. 

  

DMM manufacture some excellent hardwear right here in Wales. You can 

see what they have on offer at dmmwales.com 

A full list of team roles and how to contact those people can be found in the Members Area of our website. This page is 

password protected, if you have not been issued with, or have lost the password then please contact webmaster. 

https://smwcrt.org/discounts-and-offers.html
https://dmmwales.com/
https://smwcrt.org/contact-the-exec.html


SARCALL Reminder: 
As a reminder, below is the Method for responding to a SARCALL message when you receive one during 

a call out. It is important to respond to these messages even if you are unable to attend an incident.  

You can also respond easily to a SARCALL message via the SARCALL App, more information on this is 

available at sarcallapp.com  

Facebook Fundraisers: 
Did you know - Facebook Fundraisers are an easy way you can help to raise funds through 

online donations. No more rattling tins outside the supermarket, here’s the easy way to help 

others donate to SMWCRT: 

1) On a desktop, go to the menu and select “Fundraiser” 

2) When asked to choose a charity, select “South & Mid Wales Cave Rescue Team”  

3) Fill out some details your reason for supporting us (or just use their default text), how 

much you are aiming to raise, and when the fundraiser will end. Now just click “Create”. 

4)  Share your fundraiser with your Facebook friends and the online community! 

5) Sit back and relax - all the donations will automatically come to the Team account once the fundraiser finishes. 

These small fundraiser can really add up, so thank you to everyone who has already done one, and thanks to those 

that are about to run their first one. 

As Seen on TV: 
The Team were busy last year working with a couple of production 

companies to create documentaries on both our big OFD rescue and 

the search for April Jones. Both of these are available to watch 

online. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m0019h1d/the-rescue-54-

hours-under-the-ground 

https://www.channel4.com/programmes/the-disappearance-of-april-

jones 

Our thanks goes to those that gave their time to help with these 

projects, the results are both a credit to the Team.  

https://sarcallapp.com/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m0019h1d/the-rescue-54-hours-under-the-ground
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m0019h1d/the-rescue-54-hours-under-the-ground
https://www.channel4.com/programmes/the-disappearance-of-april-jones
https://www.channel4.com/programmes/the-disappearance-of-april-jones

