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Certificate of Appreciation 
We were delighted to present Brian 
"Jopo" Jopling with a Certificate of Appre-
ciation at the AGM in January.  

This was in recognition of his vast contri-
butions and achievements in Cave Res-
cue in South and Mid Wales since 1970, 
including as  a rescuer, underground 
leader, rescue coordinator and trustee. 

2024 Dates: 

9th March—Skills training  
 
20th April—Rescue practice 
 
27-28 April—BCRC AGM  
 
May 18th—Rescue Practice 
 
June 7th—9th—RESCON  
 
2024 (Lake District) 
 
29th June—Skills training  
 
14th September —Rescue 
practice 
 
28th-29th September—
Advanced First Aid training 
course 
 
12th October —Advanced 
First Aid Assessment 
 
30th November—Rescue 
Practice 
 
19th January 2025—AGM 

In July we were invited as guests of The First Minister for Wales to attend a 

reception for his honoured guests Their Majesties the King and Queen.  

The First Minister wanted to celebrate community and service to the com-

munity as part of his reception. Our team members had the chance to talk to 

the King about the team, our large membership and the wide geographical 

area we cover, as well as the types of underground caves and mines we 

operate in.  

The King recalled our major rescue of George Linnane in 2021 on the news 

and the First Minister joked about his experience of going caving and getting 

stuck behind a fellow young caver in his youth.  

A Royal  Welcome 



BCRC Stats 

The table below shows a summary of call outs for all BCRC cave rescue teams in 2023.  

Auction—May 4th 

We will be running our annual fundraising auction at Penwyllt on the South 

Wales Caving Club AGM Weekend—May 4th at 4pm. 

This year all the money raised will be going to help with phase 2 of the 

SWCC roof replacement project, which includes our rescue store’s roof.  

Along side the auction we  will begin a series of fundraising activities to 

help contribute to the roof replacement including a specific crowdfunding 

campaign on the back of a soon to be published article within Readers   

Digest recalling the significant rescue of fellow team member George back 

in Nov 2021. 

Anyone wishing to contribute to George's SWCC roof fundraiser can do so 

at justgiving.com/crowdfunding/SWCCroof. You can help by sharing the 

donation link and encouraging others to donate. 

 

Vehicle Replacement  

During this year we will be finalising plans for our vehicle replacement as 

our current vehicle is 10 years old and reaching the age where we     

routinely consider its replacement. 

This will be a significant project for the team and work in the background 

has already started on shortlisting and test driving a number of options 

under consideration.   

Watch this space to see what gets selected, all bets are off as they no 

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/SWCCroof


Incident Summary of 2023 
28/1/23— Overdue cavers in Cwm Dwr. 

11/4/23—Caver with “trapped leg” in OFD 2 

9/5/23—Sheep rescued from muddy shakehole in the  OFD reserve. 

28/5/23—Cavers trapped in Tunnel cave when gate failed to open. 

30/7/23—Cavers overdue on a Daren Cilau/Ogof Cnwc through trip. 

2/9/23—Divers assisted with body recovery from Sgwd y Pannwr waterfall. 

7/10/23—Dog rescue above Treherbert.  

31/12/23—Overdue cavers in Ogof Draenen.  

2024 Executive Committee: 
Following the AGM in January we have some people to welcome to new 

roles: 

• Chair—Lisa Boore (chair@smwcrt.org) 

• Training Officer—Paul Craddy 

A big thank you goes to Dan Thorne, the outgoing team Chair. 

A full list of team roles and how to contact those people can be found in 

the Members Area of our website.  

SARCALL Reminder: 
As a reminder, below is the Method for responding to a SARCALL message when receive one during a 

call out. It is important to respond to these messages even if you are unable to attend an incident.  

You can also respond easily to SARCALL message via the SARCALL App, more information on this is 

available at sarcallapp.com  

Search kits Updated 

Our team Search Kits have been updated with a single bag for every 

job replacing the pervious system of dry kits and streamway kits with 

different contents.  

Make the most of one of this years skills sessions and find out more 

about what the contain and become familiar with the contents so there 

wont be any surprises when you get handed one at 3 o’clock in the 

morning.    

https://smwcrt.org/contact-the-exec.html
https://sarcallapp.com/

