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The Global Search & Rescue Excellence Awards recognise and 
celebrate the achievements of search and rescue teams, 
volunteers, organisations and suppliers who work so tirelessly to 
ensure we can respond in someone’s moment of need. 

The event celebrates those from around the world who have 
shown unstinting dedication to the search and rescue community 
and for teams and individuals who have really made a difference. 

2025 Dates: 

 
13th Sept -  Rescue Practice 
 
11th October - Skills Training 
 
18th-19th October - Advanced 
First Aid Training Course 
 
8th November - Advanced 

First Aid Assessment  

6th Dec - Rescue Practice 

2026: 

18th January - AGM 

14th March - Rescue Practice 

 

Our online calendar can be 

viewed in the members area of 

the website. 

South and Mid Wales Cave Rescue Team are 
delighted to announce that we have won the 
Trauma Care of the Year Award at the 2025 

Global Search & Rescue Excellence Awards. 

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=Y183b25sOTUxcDY0b2MwODVzZ2lqMm1sN2R2Z0Bncm91cC5jYWxlbmRhci5nb29nbGUuY29t


As recent events such as the earthquake in Turkey and 

Syria demonstrate, the invaluable assistance provided 

by search and response teams is not only lifesaving but 

brings the global community of first responders together 

to help improve response to future emergencies. 

 

Recognising the outstanding contribution of individuals, 

teams and organisations to the invaluable role played 

by those on the frontline, the Global Search & Rescue 

Excellence Awards shines a spotlight on the unsung 

heroes responding to disasters and emergencies 

around the world. 

 

 

SMWCRT were represented at the Awards by Dave Dunbar, our 
Chairman, and Gary Evans, Medical Director & Warden. 
 
SMWCRT won the award, based on the 54 hour rescue of 
George Linnane in OFD in November 2021 and our delivery of 
prolonged complex medical care in an extremely complex 
environment. 
 
A big thank you must go to the British Cave Rescue Council 
(BCRC) for nominating us for this prestigious award. 

 

Fire Knowledge, the publisher of FIRE magazine, and organiser of 

the highly regarded Excellence in Fire & Emergency Awards, were 

pleased to host this awards ceremony, which showcased the close 

global community of search and rescue responders and recognised 

individual, team and organisational excellence. The Event was held 

on May 16th 2025, at the fabulous Headquarters of the Institution of 

Civil Engineers at One Great George Street, London. 

 

The Trauma Care of the Year award was set up to be presented to 

an individual or team which has provided lifesaving or injury 

mitigating intervention, having demonstrated resourcefulness, 

effective intervention and a high degree of expertise and 

professionalism. 



The Award Judges said: 

‘Congratulations to South & Mid Wales Cave Rescue Team who have 

won the TRAUMA CARE OF THE YEAR Award which is sponsored by 

Blue Light Speakers Agency 

Despite significant facial trauma, a severe leg 

fracture, and chest injuries, the casualty was 

expertly assessed, stabilised, and maintained 

throughout the arduous extraction, even 

preserving his body temperature in the 

prevailing underground conditions. Their 

exceptional medical expertise and resolute 

teamwork were instrumental in the patient’s full 

recovery, allowing him to return to his previous 

level of activity. This remarkable achievement 

exemplifies the highest standards of voluntary 

emergency response.’ 

Today, we commend the selfless volunteers of 

South and Mid Wales Cave Rescue Team for 

their extraordinary leadership and unwavering 

dedication during the perilous 54-hour OFD cave 

rescue in November 2021. Faced with a severely 

injured caver in a remote, unstable, and confined 

environment, their team of voluntary advanced 

first aiders and healthcare professionals 

delivered exemplary trauma care under extreme 

conditions.  

 



‘We are supremely proud to receive this Award and 

delighted to be able to bring the search and rescue 

work of Cave Rescue Teams into the spotlight. This 

award both recognises the remarkable work 

undertaken by everyone involved in George’s rescue 

from OFD in November 2021 and highlights the many 

years of work we have undertaken to ensure that we 

are able to deliver Casualty Care to the highest 

standards. The involvement of everyone involved in 

the rescue and the delivery of medical provision on an 

ongoing basis is recognised here and we would like to 

thank everyone who has contributed to make this  

possible.‘ 

‘It should also be stressed that the input 

from the numerous UK Cave Rescue 

Teams who came to help in OFD for 

George’s Rescue was most gratefully 

received and their contribution to this 

remarkable success is recognised. To 

quote my colleague Dr. Brendan Sloan, 

BCRC Medical Advisor; ‘it is a nice 

recognition of a lot of work, by a lot of 

people, over a lot of years’.  

A big thank you to everyone involved’. 

Gary Evans, SMWCRT Medical Director 

South & Mid Wales Cave Rescue Team is a voluntary   
organisation providing assistance to people and animals 

in need underground.  
The Team relies on the donations from members of the 

public to fund our essential life-saving rescue service. 


